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CAPTIVE PRIMATE SAFETY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 23, 2009

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, as the lead Repub-
lican sponsor | am pleased to rise in support
of the Captive Primate Safety Act. This legisla-
tion, supported by the American Zoo and
Aquarium Association, the Humane Society of
the United States, and the Jane Goodall Insti-
tute, among others, would protect public
health and safety and enhance animal welfare
by preventing people from keeping nonhuman
primates as pets.

On February 16, 2009, Travis, a 200-pound
chimpanzee, attacked a 55-year-old woman in
Connecticut. Travis, a popular figure in his
home town who appeared in television com-
mercials and posed for photographs, inflicted
such massive injuries on the victim that she
now awaits a face transplant.

This gruesome incident highlights the fact
that keeping a primate for a pet is both dan-
gerous to the owner and inhumane to the ani-
mal. Over the past decade, roughly 100 peo-
ple have been injured by primates, many of
whom are children. Acts of neglect have also
occurred in my home state of lllinois. In Octo-
ber 2008, Chicago police seized a ring-tailed
lemur that was reportedly found with no food,
little water, and standing in his own waste.

Although nonhuman primates are our clos-
est living relatives, because they have unique
needs and can be dangerous, they should not
be kept as pets. With an estimated 15,000 pri-
mates in private hands, federal legislation is
needed to reinforce this fact.

This legislation would amend the Lacey Act
by adding nonhuman primates to the list of
“prohibited wildlife species,” declaring it illegal
for any individual person to import, export,
transport, sell, receive, acquire, or purchase
any prohibited wildlife species. The bill ex-
empts zoos, universities, and wildlife sanc-
tuaries. Having passed in the 110th Congress
overwhelmingly, | strongly encourage my col-
leagues to join me again in passing this need-
ed and timely legislation.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
FAMILIES OF VICTIMS OF CRASH
OF CONTINENTAL CONNECTION
FLIGHT 3407

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H. Res. 183, a resolution ex-
pressing condolences to the families, friends,
and loved ones of the victims of the crash of
Continental Connection Flight 3407.

| want to thank my colleagues, Mr. LEE and
the members of the New York delegation, for
introducing this resolution.

On February 12, 2009, Continental Connec-
tion Flight 3407 crashed just a few miles from
the Buffalo Niagara International Airport. It
was a tragic accident and our thoughts and
prayers are with the families of the victims.
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Fifty people died as a result of this crash, and
an investigation is underway to determine the
cause of that crash.

While we have the safest air transportation
system in the world, we must not become
complacent.

Again, we, as a nation, mourn the loss of
Continental Connection Flight 3407 and urge
my colleagues to strongly support H. Res.
183.

THE GIDEONS
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, Abra-
ham Lincoln believed that “the Bible is the
best gift God has ever given to a man.” For
100 years The Gideon’s, a non-denomina-
tional evangelical group of professional busi-
nessmen, have labored to extend this heav-
enly gift by distributing Bibles throughout the
world. | commend the Gideon’s as January
2008 marks their centennial anniversary of
serving God and sharing the gospel of Jesus.

“Of the many influences that have shaped
the United States into a distinctive nation and
people, none may be said to be more funda-
mental and enduring than the Bible.” Because
of this the Gideon’s are an undeniable part of
American history. From their humble roots in
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, three traveling busi-
nessmen devised a plan called “the Bible
project”. Their mission was to simply furnish a
Bible in hotel rooms throughout the United
States. One hundred years later The Gideon’s
presence in America and across the globe has
grown tremendously. They have now placed
more than 1.3 billion Bibles in more than 180
countries around the world.

The Gideon’s patriotic spirit is truly realized
through their quest to give all military per-
sonnel serving in the United States Armed
Forces a small, pocket size New Testament.
They also distribute Bibles to patients in
United States Veterans hospitals. Their dis-
tribution of Scriptures, touches the lives of
many people regardless of age, gender, in-
come, or need and for that they are great pa-
triots.

For the past 100 years, Gideons Inter-
national members have given so much time
and service to their communities, state, nation
and the world. In so doing, they have brought
the Gospel message to life by distributing
God’s Word. | invite you to join me in honoring
all Gideons for their continued faithfulness and
service to God.

———

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. VERN BUCHANAN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the Republican Leadership standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks | received as part
of H.R. 1105, the Omnibus Appropriations Act,
2009:

Requesting Member: Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN

E465

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Health Resources and Services
(HRSA)—Health Facilities and Services

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Child Pro-
tection Center, Inc.

Address of Requesting Entity: 1750 17th St.,
Bldg. L, Sarasota, Fl. 34234

Description of Request: | secured $285,000
for the Child Protection Center.

The “Pillar of Hope” Campaign seeks to
build a Child Advocacy Center in Sarasota,
Florida. Along with the expansion of the coun-
seling program, the Center will have two new
state-of-the-art medical exams rooms at their
location. By having the ability to provide more
medical services to abused children the bur-
den on local emergency rooms will be less-
ened. Currently, the Center is unable to offer
certain services as they are limited in space in
their current location.

Requesting Member: Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Transportation, Community, and
System Preservation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Charlotte
County

Address of Requesting Entity:
Murdock Circle, Suite 536

Description of Request: | secured $380,000
for Evacuation Route Widening/Burnt Store
Road Project.

Funds will be used to complete design and
begin construction of this evacuation route, ex-
tending from Zemel Road to the Lee/Charlotte
County line. Emergency evacuation times from
Charlotte and Lee Counties are unacceptably
high. The Burnt Store Road evacuation road,
which services over 250,000 residents in Lee
and Charlotte Counties, requires 17.3 hours
clearance time for a category three hurricane
during peak season.

Funds will be used to expand the existing
2-lane rural highway to a 4-lane divided arte-
rial with shoulders. It is estimated that this ef-
fort will reduce clearance time by 11 hours
and enhance the overall safety of the route.

Requesting Member: Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Corps of Engineers—Investigations

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Sarasota

Address of Requesting Entity: 1565 First
Street, Sarasota, FL 34236

Description of Request: | secured $166,250
for the revitalization of the Robert L. Taylor
Community Center as part of the Newtown
Redevelopment Comprehensive Plan.

The Robert L. Taylor Community Center is
the only government sponsored/owned recre-
ation center in Newtown and is the most heav-
ily used recreation center in the City. Its ren-
ovation will provide modern recreation facilities
for the youth of Newtown. The recreation cen-
ter and its 10 acres of land, including athletic
fields and a pool, is the home of the Redskins
football league (little league football), a gym,
weight room, auditorium (used heavily by sen-
iors for meetings and bingo, etc.), and busi-
ness offices. The center is also the primary fa-
cility used by local high school student ath-
letes when their school facilities are in use by
in-season sports. Unfortunately, most of the
facilities are in need of complete intense ren-
ovation or replacement

Requesting Member: Congressman VERN
BUCHANAN
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E466

Bill Number: H.R. 1105

Account: Department of
Law Enforcement Technology

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Sarasota
County

Address of Requesting Entity: 1660 Ringling
Blvd. Sarasota, FI 34236

Description of Request: | secured $600,000
for Emergency Technology and Communica-
tions from the COPS account for Sarasota
County.

Sarasota County is requesting federal as-
sistance to help fund the next generation E—
911 VOIP network technology component of a
new multifaceted Emergency Operations 911
Public Safety Communications Center. The
technology component will replace the current
30-year-old 911 call-taking network (recog-
nizing only voice calls). This equipment is vital
to helping keep the people of Sarasota County
safe.

Justice—COPS

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO REVEREND
ROBERT ROYAL ON HIS 80TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 26, 2009

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, it is with
great honor and enthusiasm that | rise to con-
gratulate my good friend Reverend Robert
Royal as he joins his family, long time friends,
and the Harlem community together in cele-
bration of his 80th Birthday. This momentous
and joyous occasion will be celebrated with an
extraordinary affair on March 1, 2009 in the
headquarters of “Our Children’s Foundation”
in my beloved village of Harlem.

Reverend Royal has a very rich history that
has given him life and longevity. It all began
in the winter day of January 27, 1929. At the
tender age of fifteen, Mary, his dear mother,
gave birth and quickly abandon her newborn
on the streets of Harlem. Among the many
reasons that could compel a mother to make
such a heart wrenching decision, one can only
assume that uncertainty in her tender age and
the economic downturn that was to become
the Great Depression later on that year, were
strong reasons for such a decisive conclusion.

Robert Royal was placed in the old New
York Hospital Founding Children’s Home,
under the administrations of the Catholic
Archdioceses of New York. As a youngster, he
was loved, cared for, and reared by nine sur-
rogate mothers. Before this eighth birthday, he
was transferred to the Riverdale Orphanage
for Colored Children. In 1937, he was finally
adopted by a distant uncle who lived in Stan-
ford, Connecticut.

Robert returned to Harlem and attended
Cooper Junior High School. He excelled in his
studies and was given the honor to represent
his school at the New York Daily Mirror Inter-
national Youth Forum. Among the 500
attendees, he was selected to be one of the
five panelist chairs. He went on to complete
his High School education at Seward Park
High School.

During the Korean War, there was a call to
national service. He answered the call of con-
scription and become a warrior in the fight for
freedom. Young Robert was among the many
that had a near fatal experience, becoming a
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disabled Korean War Veteran. His heroic ac-
tions earned him two Bronze Stars and the
President’s coveted Distinguished Service
Medal.

Battered, wounded, with medals on his
chest, and limited choices in his life, Royal re-
turned to the Village of Harlem. He sought out
to write his own ticket for a better future by
entering the City College of New York. Like so
many G.l.’s coming home from the war, he
was able to take full advantage of the G.I. Bill.
Higher learning resulted in an undergraduate
degree in accounting with a minor in Law of
Labor Standards.

Robert’s public service career began shortly
thereafter at the NYC Department of Hospitals
as an auditor. Later, he worked for the NYC
Department of Public Works, the United States
Internal Revenue Service, and as a publication
typesetter for the United Nations.

Robert’s call to the ministry in 1974 led to
entering New York Theological Seminary,
where he received a Masters of Divinity. Rev-
erend Royal is presently serving as Executive
Director of the New Brighton Local Community
Development Corporation and Minister of So-
cial Justice at Saint Paul Baptist Church under
the leadership of Reverend Dr. V. DuWayne
Battle.

Reverend Royal continues to be known for
his extraordinary commitment, energy, wis-
dom, discipline, principle, and clear purpose
which have won the admiration of all who are
privileged to come to know and work with him.
| consider myself fortunate to have the oppor-
tunity to observe and experience his example
as a personal inspiration.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my dis-
tinguished colleagues join me in honoring and
congratulating Reverend Robert Royal on his
historic 80th Birthday. His constant dedication,
commitment, and spiritual guidance is worthy
of the highest esteem.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1105, OMNIBUS APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | am glad
we are finally wrapping up our FY 09 Appro-
priations work and offer this legislation my full
support today.

Instead of slashing our federal investment in
priorities like education, health care, energy,
law enforcement and biomedical research as
President Bush had demanded, this bill com-
plements the economic recovery package by
addressing our Nation’s immediate needs
while laying the foundation for long term eco-
nomic growth.

For example, to help 6.9 million families pay
for college and prepare our students to com-
pete in the 21st century global economy, we
allocate $17.3 billion—or $3 billion more than
2008—for Pell Grants.

To provide health care for over 470,000 un-
insured Americans during this economic down-
turn, we provide $2.2 billion—or $125 million
above last year's levels—for our community
health centers.

To accelerate the deployment of renewable
energy technologies and the jobs that go with
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them, we include $18.5 billion in additional
loan guarantee authority for renewables in the
Department of Energy’s Innovative Technology
Loan Guarantee Program.

To keep our communities safe, we des-
ignate  $3.2 Dbillion—or $495 billion above
2008—for State and local enforcement.

And to ensure that America remains the
global leader in lifesaving biomedical research,
we invest $30.3 billion—or $938 million more
than last year—in the National Institutes of
Health.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a long time com-
ing, but we now see it was worth the wait. |
will cast a “yes” vote and urge my colleagues
to do the same.

——————

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
FAMILIES OF VICTIMS OF CRASH
OF CONTINENTAL CONNECTION
FLIGHT 3407

SPEECH OF

HON. ERIC J.J. MASSA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 25, 2009

Mr. MASSA. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep so-
lemnity that | take this moment to offer my sin-
cere condolences to the families and friends of
the 50 individuals who lost their lives when
Flight 3407 crashed in Clarence, NY on Feb-
ruary 12th. While we can never bring them
back we can make sure they are honorably re-
membered for their many contributions, both
big and small, in the lives of those all around
them. | further extend my condolences to my
colleague, Rep. CHRIS LEE, who represents
the 26th Congressional District where the trag-
edy occurred.

KLEIN COLLINS ROTC

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 26, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the outstanding achieve-
ments of the Air Force Junior Reserve Offi-
cers’ Training Corps (ROTC) Flying Tigers of
Klein Collins High School in Klein, Texas. |
want to thank the AFJROTC Flying Tigers for
their service to second district of Texas and to
congratulate them on their many accomplish-
ments that led them to be chosen to perform
in this year’s presidential inaugural parade.

Their selection to this high honor is a testa-
ment to their mission statement “to develop
the best Air Force leaders and citizens of
character, dedicated to serving the Nation.” |
am proud that a well-qualified group of cadets
from Klein—Collins will be representing the
state of Texas on Pennsylvania Avenue.

The KCHS AFJROTC has a history of suc-
cess in their nationally acclaimed armed and
unarmed drill team competitions. Under the di-
rection of Colonel Daniel Crum and Sergeant
Ray Watson, the cadets do much more than
drill competitions and marching in parades.
They are involved in serving their school and
community through many different service
projects and duties performed throughout the
year.
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